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As you can see, definitions of gifted have evolved from an exclusive focus on high 
intelligence to a range of categories and indicators of talent. Identifying giftedness and 
talent in specific categories highlights the need for services to be customized to the 
individual’s area(s) of identified strength(s). Identifying areas of giftedness is essential 
in order to match services and learning opportunities to need. Fairness is not offering the 
same educational opportunities to all children of the same age; rather, it is providing 
learning opportunities matched with needs, interests, and abilities.

Some examples may help. Jimmy was outstanding in many areas. He was so good 
at science that teachers encouraged him to become a physician or a research scientist; 
he was such an outstanding writer that his English teachers thought he was bound 
to be a journalist; he was also a talented musician and could have pursued a career in 
music. Jimmy was intellectually gifted, gifted in specific academic areas, and talented 
in the performing arts. Chin Lan was very talented in math and science and was 
identified as gifted in those specific academic areas; in other academic areas, she was 
ready for the academic challenges provided for others her age. Luis, who performed 
at grade level in academic subjects, was charismatic and had the ability to get oth-
ers to do what he wanted; he was gifted in leadership and needed opportunities to 
develop his abilities and skills as a leader. Albert was very creative in his thinking; his 
teachers saw his ideas as pushing the limits. Gifted in creative thinking, he was also 
academically talented in English and social studies. Sara was an outstanding musi-
cian and took advantage of opportunities to develop her musical talents. All of these 
students were recognized as gifted and/or talented, but each one was unique. Each 
pupil needed services to allow him or her to make continuous progress in his or her 
area of strength.

  TABLE 15.1  Illustrations of Gifted Behavior as Portrayed by Renzulli’s “Three-Ring” Model

Gifted Behavior  Examples

Above-Average Ability (general) •	 High levels of abstract thought

•	 Adaptation to novel situations

•	 Rapid and accurate retrieval of information

Above-Average Ability (specific) •	 Applications of general abilities to specific area of knowledge

•	 Capacity to sort out relevant from irrelevant information

•	 Capacity to acquire and use advanced knowledge and strategies while pursuing a problem

Task Commitment •	 Capacity for high levels of interest, enthusiasm

•	 Hard work and determination in a particular area

•	 Self-confidence and drive to achieve

•	 Ability to identify significant problems within an area of study

•	 Setting high standards for one’s work

Creativity •	 Fluency, flexibility, and originality of thought

•	 Open to new experiences and ideas

•	 Curious

•	 Willing to take risks

•	 Sensitive to aesthetic characteristics

SOURCE: J. Renzulli and S. Reis, The Schoolwide Enrichment Model, 2nd ed. (Mansfield Center, CT: Creative Learning Press, 1997), p. 9.


